
TOWN COUNCIL REPORTS 
AUGUST 2015 

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – Georgette Cole 
Process for Permit Reviews:  As agreed at last month’s meeting, Bob sent a letter to Mayor 
McCathran to get advice on approaching the Town Council and Planning Commission regarding 
procedure revisions.  The Mayor consulted with Georgette Cole on the issue and Georgette 
suggested that the HPC prepare a written presentation to the Town Council explaining the 
importance for having residents come to the HPC sooner for an early review and the value of 
endeavoring to do what is best for the historical preservation of the Town. 
Project Review 102 Center Street:  A building permit application was submitted by Chris Kirtz 
for a lean-to/carport to be attached to an existing shed.  Photographs of the partially constructed 
carport, along with the plot location, were attached; however, no further details were submitted 
with the application (building & roof materials and whether a floor or sides will be added to the 
permanent structure). Chris was able to attend the meeting to answer questions and provide the 
additional information needed so the Commission could complete the review process.  A review 
will be prepared by the HPC so the building permit application can be submitted at the next 
Planning Commission meeting in August. 
Houses on Town Property:  Bud O’Connor (409 5th Avenue): Bob noted that he contacted Bud 
O’Connor and Mayor McCathran (via e-mail) to advise them that the process of preparing the 
HPC package for the easement will take a couple of months to complete.  Bob will report back 
on his progress at the August meeting. 
Eva Polston (203 2nd Avenue): It was decided that an assessment will be done when the new 
house is completed.  References to the original house will be included in the records when 
completed. 
Past Minutes:  Georgette advised the Commission that she had talked with Bill Saar regarding 
the minutes for 2012-2014 that have not been posted.  Bill re-formats the minutes given to him 
into HTML for posting to the current web site.  Since he doesn't know if this will be the format 
used on the new website, Bill asked to hold off formatting the minutes prior to 2015 until the 
new Town website is available. 
 
SHADY GROVE CROSSING – Georgette Cole  
The Shady Grove Crossing Homeowners Association (HOA) has elected a new president, 
Michelle Neary, and added two additional members for a total of seven (7) on their Board.  
Michelle, like outgoing president, Nasim Ahmed, will work to smooth internal operations and 
increase sense of community.   
 
WASHINGTON GROVE MEADOW CONSERVATION PARK – Georgette Cole  
We have asked the Montgomery County Parks Department to remove Mile-a-minute (MAM) 
from the former hedgerow area along Ridge Road on the west side of the Meadow Park.  The 
amount of MAM is larger than we thought and will probably need to be mowed, then hand raked 
(as they have already done on the east side of the Meadow).  The Ridge hedgerow area should be 
included with the other Meadow Park areas scheduled for regular July mowing/bush hogging for 
the 5-6 year period it will require to exhaust the bank of MAM seed in the ground.  
 



MAPLE LAKE – Alison Faupel 
The next Lake Committee meeting will be held on August 20. 
Security surveillance cameras were installed on July 25.  Sincere thanks to Steve Werts, Bud 
O’Connor, and John Hutchinson for their quick action to get the cameras up and running! 
Montgomery County Police visited to discuss security issues on June 23.  The Montgomery 
County Dept. of Health Licensing also paid a surprise visit on July 15.  The Mayor, Town 
Attorney, and our State Senator are working on legislation to exempt the Town from this County 
process. 
The swimming and well water quality was tested on July 22 and found acceptable for use. 
The combination for the lake lock has changed again. Please contact John Hutchinson for the 
new code. 
Swim lessons ended on July 30.  A special thanks to instructor Frank Barrett for another 
successful swim lesson season! 
Algae started reappearing in late July; the lake was treated on July 29 by NatureWorks CWA.  
 
PLAYGROUNDS – Alison Faupel 
Nothing to report. 
 
SAFETY – Alison Faupel 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
FORESTRY & BEAUTIFICATION - Audrey Maskery 
Nothing to report. 
 
MAINTENANCE - Audrey Maskery 
Cut grass and trimmed shrubs throughout town.  Watered trees planted last two years.  Painted 
new addition to maintenance shop; cleaned and painted original maintenance shop. 
Purchased new security cameras for lake area; rented a trencher to dig trench for pipe and wires 
for cameras; completed new security circuit. 
Replaced signage knocked down by car.  Placed tape around hornet’s nest on Maple Ave.  
 
MEMORIALS - Audrey Maskery 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION – John McClelland 
Building Permits: 

• 102 Center St – Carport attachment to existing outbuilding – Approved 
• 118 Chestnut Ave – Fence replacement – Approved 
• 409 6th Ave – Deteriorating secondary building with collapsing roof was reported to 

Montgomery County Housing Code Enforcement 
 
Block 11 Survey: Established an irregular area that does provide access to the five adjoining 
properties (315 Grove Ave, 319 Grove Ave, 203 2nd Ave, 6 The Circle, and 8 The Circle).  8 The 
Circle currently encroaches into this area with a bay window, stairs (built without a permit along 



with an associated overhang), a shed (no permit) and a fence/gate (no permit and blocks access 
to 6 The Circle).  319 Grove Ave encroaches into this are with a shed and a fence.   
Suggestions on how to handle this public property included:  

• Requiring the owners to move all fences, sheds, gates, stairs, ponds etc... currently 
located on Town property and leave the property lines according to the block 11survey. 

• Selling a portion of the area between 8 The Circle and 315 Grove Ave (which is 2’ wide 
at its narrowest) to those same property owners. Reconfiguring the rear property 
access/walkway to be a continuous 5’ wide (currently narrows to 3.1’ and then opens 
back up to 3.99’) for accessibility/ADA consideration).   Property exchanges would also 
be involved. 

• Ordinance modification (specific to this internal walkway area only) permitting 6’ fence 
heights.  

 
House Files: 4-5 additional homes have been completed 
 
Permanent Easements: 409 5th Ave – The Town attorney recommended that a professional 
surveyor is needed to provide the “metes and bounds” legal description of property to be 
provided an easement. 
 
342 & 344 Ridge Rd. property sale/purchase: 800 Sq. Ft. (4’ X 200’) of 342 Ridge Rd. was to be  
sold to 344 Ridge Rd for driveway access.  This land exchange is not permitted as the RR-4 zone 
requires 18,000 sq. ft. and 342 Ridge Rd includes 18,185 sq. ft.  The involved property owners 
were advised to pursue other avenues such as an access easement.  
203 2ndAvenue: Reconstruction has been delayed for a number of reasons.  The basement has 
begun to be dug out with the foundation footers/walls scheduled for the next few weeks.  
Expected home completion date is unknown at this time.  The Public Ways & Property Permit 
conditions were clarified so use of Second Ave, Grove Ave etc would be limited according to the 
listed days and times. The contractor would, however, be able to work at the site according to 
current town ordinance (noise). 
 
Central Ave (Gaithersburg) Subdivision: 

• R200 zone lots are proposed  
• Town support for this project would promote/continue the larger20,000 sq ft lots that are 

currently found in that area.  
 
Vacant Properties: Committee in place.  Meeting to be set sometime within the next few months  

 
Shared Use Path to Shady Grove Metro: An onsite meeting took place with Montgomery County 
officials and Town representatives on July 27, 2015.  The topography, “wetlands” area, current 
road location etc... present challenges for the shared use path originally proposed to extend from 
Brown St. to Crabbs Branch Way.  Park and Planning is working upon the use and layout for the 
area between Crabbs Branch and Amity.  Potential field location will determine the location of 
any roads as well as the shared path connection.  The Railroad St. and Oakmont Avenue 
improvement projects may offer another alternative location.  Due to monetary constraints and 
Montgomery County bureaucracy action in these areas is estimated to be 4-5 years. 
 



MCCATHRAN HALL – John McClelland 
No report. 
 
 
ROADS & WALKWAYS – Bud O’Connor 
Nothing happened of note.  It is on my agenda to get the potholes at the junction of McCauley 
and Route 124 fixed by the County in August.  
 
WEBSITE – Bud O’Connor 
Graphical work has begun along with a call for new photographic content. 
 
RECREATION – Bud O’Connor 
Nothing to report. 
Next meeting is August 19, 2015 
 
 
WOODS GROUP – Greg Silber  
The Mayor called for an ‘emergency’ meeting of the Woods Group on Monday 3 August to 
discuss invasive plants in the east woods; and to designate new leadership for the Group.  Pat 
Klein and Joan Mahaffey have agreed to serve as Group co-chairs, with Meredith Horan 
assisting with communications and related functions.  The Group decided to address ‘mile-a-
minute’ overgrowth as soon as is feasible.  Calls to various companies are being made to gauge 
their costs, schedules, and interest in removing this plant in certain areas in a relatively short-
term time frame (e.g., weeks).  Audrey Maskery will meet with available contractors.  The Group 
expects to address excessive wisteria growth with a removal plan in the somewhat more distant 
future (e.g., months).  The Group’s review of the draft forestry management plan was also 
discussed. 
 
The next meeting of the Woods Group is Monday 31 August, 7:30PM. 
 
CONTRACTS – Greg Silber 
We expect Parkton Woodland Services to submit, for review, its draft forestry management 
contract report in the coming weeks.   
 


