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315 Grove Avenue 
 

Documentation and Analysis of Historic Integrity Features 
 
General description of residence. 
 
The residence at 315 Grove Avenue is located at the intersection of Grove and Second Avenues, 

off the Sacred Circle and across from McCathran Hall and the Woman’s Club. Constructed c. 

1888, it is a typical small Carpenter Gothic rustic cottage and a listed contributing resource in the 

Washington Grove National Register Historic District.  It consists of a steeply gabled 14’ x 30’ 

core, a lower 14’ x 24’ gabled addition, and an enclosed rear shed porch.  The house is located in 

what was known as the “tent district,” an area around the Sacred Circle and Tabernacle laid out 

with small lots originally intended as tent sites.  A 7’ deep porch fronts the house’s Second Avenue 

façade, wraps around, and partially surrounds the Grove Avenue façade. 

 
Structures on Town property. 
 
1. A recent survey of the Town confirmed that the approximately 7’ x 21’ porch section aligned 

with Second Avenue, and the 14’ wide Second Avenue facade, plus the overhangs of the façade 

and roof of the 7’ x 21’ porch, are on Town property. 

 

2. The survey also concluded that the visible rear corner of the 14 x 24’ addition, plus roof 

overhangs, on Grove Avenue, are also on Town property. 

 

3. Also, the rear corner of the enclosed back shed porch, on Grove Avenue, and its roof overhangs, 

are confirmed to be on Town property. 

 

Archival information. 
 

Regarding the porch of 315 Grove Avenue, a review of files in the Town Archives includes records 

of the Town Council rejecting in 1958 a plan to enclose the Second Avenue porch of 315 Grove 

Avenue to become a sleeping porch, due to non-conformance with set-back requirements. (See 

house file for 315 Grove Avenue.)  In 2005-6, the Planning Commission requested that the Town 

Council issue a stop work order to prevent winterizing of the Second Avenue porch.  (See Planning 

Commission minutes for September-November 2005 and correspondence file for same time period 

located in Town Office,)  This correspondence makes reference to wire insect screen having been 

installed to the Second Avenue porch in the late 1990’s.  On September 19, 2006, the owner of 

315 Grove Avenue submitted a proposed plan for a second story addition to the house covering 

the entire one story portion.  The HPC submitted a preliminary review.  This plan was never 

presented to the Planning Commission.  (See HPC Preliminary Review submitted September 29, 

2006.)  On March 19, 2008, Mayor John Compton issued a Declaration regarding improvements 

to 315 Grove Avenue located on Town property, to the effect that no permit would be issued for 

alterations to private improvements on Town property.   

 



With regard to the two corner portions of the first floor addition and the rear enclosed porch that 

are on Town property, a review of Town files yielded a building permit issued in September 1961 

to enclose the back porch to make a furnace room.  (See house file for 315 Grove Avenue.) 

County tax assessment records covering 1961-1975 (see Clare Kelly historic house file for 

315 Grove Avenue) contained a sketch of the floor plan, which appears the same as the current 

plan. 

 

Historic Integrity Features (bolded) of Second Avenue porch and facade. 
 

A measured drawing (elevation and plan) and photographs of the section of the Second Avenue 
shed porch and attached steeply gabled façade located on Town property are attached to 

document the current condition of the structure and its significant Historic Integrity Features. 

 
As emphasized in the nomination for the Washington Grove National Register Historic District 

(submitted to the National Park Service by the Planning Commission on behalf of the Town in 

1979), porches are essential to Washington Grove’s architectural heritage—providing an open 

place for social interaction, connecting the sometimes small house interiors with nature, and 

providing an opportunity for expressing architectural individuality.  The National Register 

nomination also calls out “gingerbread” as a character-defining feature of Washington Grove’s 

historic architectural integrity. 

 

The Second Avenue section of the porch and façade of 315 Grove Ave are integrally related and 

particularly significant because they contain much of the extant architectural integrity of the house 

exterior. The exposed open framing of the porch ceiling reveals the bead-board roof deck and 
rafters, now topped by a modern 5-V crimped metal roof.  Modern aluminum gutters and 

downspouts have been applied to the lower roof edge. The porch roof is supported by three period 
square 4”x4” posts, with chamfered and incised details and diminutive sawn wood brackets. 
Modern replacement posts topped with the period brackets turn the porch corner.  Modern porch 

railings wrap around from the Second Avenue to Grove Avenue sides of the porch, consisting of 

five sections of 2x4 framing large 2x4 “X’s,” attached to the house and to the posts.  The posts rest 

on modern square exposed wood plinths.  The porch has modern exposed pressure-treated flooring 

and foundation. 

 

The part of the Second Avenue porch directly in front of the Second Avenue façade, measuring 7’ 

x 14’, has been enclosed with wire screen. Modern 2x4s resting on the modern railing have been 

vertically inserted between the period posts as screen attachments. 

 

At either end of the screened section, a decorative period lattice triangle of vertical 1”x 1” is 

inserted at the sloped porch ceiling and serves as a squared frame for the screen.  A sloping zigzag 
rake board decorates the screened section at the roof drip edge.  At the Grove Avenue end of the 

screened section, there is also a wood screen door.  The 14’ wide Second Avenue façade of the 
house forms the back wall of the Second Avenue porch.  This façade retains much of its historic 

integrity.  The original door and window casing and transom windows remain from what 

probably was a composition of central double doors with side windows, since replaced.  Above 

the frieze board is an original band of turned egg-and-dart moulding, which terminates in 
applied acanthus leaves. 



 
Above the porch roof, the original and unique faux-brick wooden house siding has been covered 

with aluminum siding. Continuing upward, the steep front gable and its roof overhang preserve 

an intact decorative barge board with applied acanthus leaves and blocks, its flat board 
pediment with more applied and drilled decoration, and a paneled soffit closing the space 
behind the pediment. It is topped off by a decorative central drop finial.  The Second Avenue 

façade and porch have preserved much of their “gingerbread,” which adds to the architectural 

integrity of the Town. 

 

Historic Integrity Features of addition and back porch. 
 
It appears from an examination of the addition and back porch that they are period structures, 

covered in aluminum siding and with replacement windows. Framing members of the original 
back porch are visible from the exterior.  The size, massing and proportions of the addition 
and back porch are appropriate to the scale of the core block of the house and to neighboring 

residences.  The higher roof ridge of the main block drops down to 13 feet in the addition (see 

County tax record in Clare Kelly house file) and drops further at the back porch.  Concurrently, 

the styles of the roof pitches diminish from very steep gable in the main block, to low gable in 

the addition, to shed in the back porch.  This exemplifies the vernacular and organic evolution and 

visual interest of Washington Grove houses. 

 

Neighborhood character. 
 
The residence at 315 Grove Avenue sits at a particularly prominent location—across from 

McCathran Hall and The Woman’s Club, and on Grove Avenue, the Town’s “Main Street.” 

Although its lot size is small, it benefits from facing the green open space surrounding the Hall 

and the Woman’s Club.  It is also steps away from the spiritual heart of the Town, the Sacred 

Circle.  It is visible from many approaches.  This visibility makes it particularly important that its 

historic integrity features be maintained. 

 

It shares with other residences in the “tent district” its small vernacular Carpenter Gothic 
cottage scale, massing and aesthetic.  Cottages around the Sacred Circle share many of the 

characteristics of its porch and telescoping additions. 



315 Grove Avenue -- Figure List (Photos) 
 
Figure 1  Overview Second Avenue Elevation, Showing Typical Massing and Scale of  

“Tent District” Cottages 
 
Figure 2  Overview Grove Avenue and Second Avenue Elevations, Showing Iconic  

Washington Grove Carpenter Gothic Porch and Façade 
 

Figure 3  East Elevation of Second Avenue Porch, Showing Square Posts, Vertical Board  
Lattice, Zigzag Rake Board and Sawn Board Brackets 

 
Figure 3a  Second Avenue Porch Details, Sawn Board Bracket, Square Post with Chamfered  

and Incised Details 
 

Figure 4  Original House Façade Under Porch Roof, Original Door and Window Casings,  
Original Transom Windows, Lattice Triangle 
 

Figure 4a  Detail of Original House Façade Under Porch Roof, Original Transom Window 
with Applied Decoration 
 

Figure 5  Original House Façade Above Porch Roof, Deep Main Roof Overhang, 
Barge Board and Flat Board Pediment 
 

Figure 5a  Barge Board Details: Applied Acanthus Leaves and Blocks; Flat Board Pediment  
Details:  Paneled Soffit, Drilled & Applied Decoration, Drop Finial 
 

Figure 6  Rear Elevation Detail, Shallow Gable Addition and Roof Overhang 
 
Figure 7  Rear Elevation, Shed Back Porch Including Overhang 



Figure 1 (315 Grove Avenue)
Overview Second Avenue Elevation 

Showing Typical Massing and Scale of “Tent District” Cottages 

Figure 2 (315 Grove Avenue)
Overview Grove Avenue and Second Avenue Elevations

Showing Iconic Washington Grove Carpenter Gothic Porch and Façade



Figure 3 (315 Grove Avenue)
East Elevation of Second Avenue Porch 

Showing Square Posts, Vertical Board Lattice
Zigzag Rake Board & Sawn Board Brackets    

Figure 3a (315 Grove Avenue) 
Second Avenue Porch Details 

Sawn Board Bracket, Square Post with Chamfered & Incised Details   



Figure 4 (315 Grove Avenue) 
Original House Façade Under Porch Roof

Original Door and Window Casings, Original Transom Windows, Lattice Triangle

Figure 4a (315 Grove Avenue)
Detail of Original House Façade Under Porch Roof
Original Transom Window with Applied Decoration 



Figure 5 (315 Grove Avenue)
Original House Façade Above Porch Roof, Deep Main Roof Overhang

Barge Board & Flat Board Pediment

Figure 5a (315 Grove Avenue)
Barge Board Details: Applied Acanthus Leaves & Blocks 

Flat Board Pediment Details: Paneled Soffit, Drilled & Applied Decoration,
Drop Finial  



Figure 6 (315 Grove Avenue)
Rear Elevation (Detail)

Shallow Gable Addition and Roof Overhang 

Figure 7 (315 Grove Avenue)
Rear Elevation

Shed Back Porch Including Overhang 








