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 ARTICLE  X 

 

 REGISTRATION, NOMINATIONS, AND ELECTIONS 

 

Section 1.   Purpose 

 

This article establishes the qualifications and procedures for Voter 

Registration, Nominations, and Elections not otherwise specified in the Town 

Charter.  Hereinafter, Board signifies the Board of Supervisors of Elections. 

 

Section 2.   Registration 

 

To be a qualified voter of the Town of Washington Grove, a resident must be 

included on a certified copy of a Montgomery County voter registration list 

furnished to the Town by Montgomery County. 

 

Section 3.   Nominations 

 

       3.1   Regular Elections 

 

Persons may be nominated for regular election offices by filing, or having filed, 

a certificate of nomination with the Board on or before the second Monday in 

April preceding the regular election, in accordance with the Charter.  A list of 

those nominated for Mayor or Councilor prior to March 1 will be posted on the 

Town website and included in the March Town Bulletin.  A final list of those 

meeting qualifications for office and nominated for Mayor or Council by the April 

deadline will be included in a notice posted on the Town website and mailed in 

April to Town residents at least two weeks prior to the elections.   

 

       3.2   Special Elections 

 

Nominations for special election offices may be made in the same way as those for 

a regular election, except that the nominating period will be as specified in a 

Notice of Election given by the Board. 

 

Section 4.   Voting 

 

       4.1   Regular Elections 

 

As provided in the Charter, polling on a regular election day shall take place 

between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on the second Saturday in May.  Write-in votes 

are permitted; and space shall be provided on the ballots and/or voting machines 

for write-in votes to be recorded. 

 

       4.2   Special Elections 

 

As provided for in the Charter, all special Town elections shall be conducted by 

the Board in the same manner, as far as practical, as regular Town elections. 

 

       4.3   Absentee Balloting 

 

(a) An “absentee ballot" is a ballot provided to a qualified voter before 

Election Day.  Any qualified voter may choose to vote by absentee ballot 

rather than appear in person at the polls on Election Day. 

 

(b) An application for an absentee ballot will be available from the Town 

Office and from the Town website.  Applications for absentee ballots will be 
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accepted only until 10 days before a regular Town election.  Application 

shall be made to the Board in writing and mailed via the U.S. Postal Service 

to the Town Office, or hand delivered in person to a designated election 

clerk.  The application must include the voter’s name, residence address, 

signature, and the address to which the ballot is to be mailed, if different 

from the residence address.  

  

(c) After verifying the application for an absentee ballot is from a qualified 

voter, an absentee ballot will be mailed via the U.S. Postal Service or hand 

delivered to the voter. 

 

(d) A voted absentee ballot must be placed in a sealed envelope marked on the 

outside with “absentee ballot” and with the voter’s name, residence address, 

and signature on the outside of the envelope.  The sealed envelope may be 

mailed by the voter via the U.S. Postal Service to the Town Office, or hand 

delivered in person to a designated election clerk.  

 

(e) The Board will provide for the secure handling and the secrecy of absentee 

ballots.  Such procedures used by the Board will be reviewed and approved by 

the Town Council. The board may appoint election clerks to assist in any of 

its duties. 

 

(f) Such absentee ballots, if delivered to the Board prior to the end of the 

time designated for the polls to be closed, must be counted as though cast at 

the polls. 

 

       4.4   Provisional Balloting 

 

(a) At the polls on Election Day, the board will offer a provisional ballot to 

a person who asserts he or she is a qualified voter but whose name is not 

included on a certified copy of a Montgomery County voter registration list 

furnished to the Town by Montgomery County.   

 

(b) Provisional ballots list the same choices as regular ballots and look the 

same as regular ballots.  A provisional voter will be provided with an 

envelope for the provisional ballot. 

 

(c) After a provisional ballot is voted, it must be placed in a sealed 

envelope marked on the outside with “provisional ballot” and with the voter’s 

name, residence address, and signature on the outside of the envelope.  After 

voting, the sealed envelope must be handed by the voter to a member of the 

board who will verify the outside of the envelope is properly identified. 

   

(d) The Board will provide for secure handling of the sealed envelopes and the 

secrecy of provisional ballots.   

(e) If the Board is able to verify the provisional voter’s name should have 

been included on the list furnished to the Town by Montgomery County, then 

the sealed envelope will be opened and the provisional ballot counted.  

 

(f) Such verified provisional ballots are counted even if they will not change 

the outcome of an election.   

 

       4.5   Emergency Balloting 

 

After verifying a request for an emergency ballot is from a qualified voter, an 

emergency ballot may be issued by the Board at its discretion before 4:00 p.m. 

Election Day to such a qualified voter who will otherwise be absent due to 
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unforeseeable circumstances.  Emergency ballots list the same choices as regular 

ballots and look the same as regular ballots.  The Board will provide for the 

secrecy of emergency ballots.  

 

       4.6   Tie Votes  

 

In the event of a tie vote affecting the outcome of the election, there shall be 

a follow-up special election within 14 days between or among those having 

received the highest equal number of votes.  Any subsequent tie vote will be 

resolved in the same manner.  In the event of such a tie vote, only those persons 

who were qualified voters in the first such election shall be entitled to vote in 

a follow-up special election. 

 

       4.7   Town Meetings 

 

Only present and qualified voters may vote in Town meetings. 

 

Section 5.   Bar to Political Activities 

 

       5.1   Applicability – This section applies to members of the Board and 

election clerks appointed to assist the Board in any of its duties. 

 

       5.2   An individual subject to this section may not, while holding the 

position: 

 

(a)  Hold or be a candidate for any elective Town office; or 

 

(b)  Use the individual’s official authority for the purpose of influencing or 

affecting the result of an election; or 

 

(c)  Sign a certificate of nomination for an election under this article. 

 

 


