
comments on RASEC resolution 

From: Peggy Koniz-Booher <peggykb@gmail.com> 

Sent: Sunday, April 9, 2023 9:41 AM 

To: Town of Washington Grove <washgrove@comcast.net> 

Cc: Christine Dibble <christinedibble@outlook.com>; Robert Gilmore <robertbrucegilmore@gmail.com>; David 

Casson <dcosson@rcn.com>; Eva Patrone <evamarie.patrone@gmail.com>; Sylvie Favret <favrets2010@gmail.com>; 

Barbara Raimondo <baraimondo@me.com>; John Compton <johncompton@me.com> 

Subject: Re: [WG Listserv] comments on RASEC resolution 

To Town Council Members and the Mayor: 

We are seeing lots of good points made in the comments on this important resolution and are moved by 
many of them. Reverend Warner's comment that racism is in the air we ALL breathe, and that our souls 
are hungry for resolution, is especially powerful. We feel strongly that it is absolutely critical for the Town 
to take this first step- to adopt a resolution - as part of a journey toward both confronting the racist 
actions of our past as we continue to grapple with how to move forward. We agree with Christine's 
analysis of the RASEC Resolution, however, and feel that her draft alternative resolution is a thoughtful 
starting point for discussion. 

Many in RASEC have advanced along that journey through their research and interactions with others 
over the last year and more, and we applaud the hard work that the committee has done. We know that 
many Grove residents have already engaged, by contributing to the drafting of the resolution or 
participating in a number of events sponsored by the committee, but it would be good if RASEC could 
help some of the rest of us catch up so that ultimately, the final resolution and actions will express a truly 
shared vision. 

We agree that understanding and confronting the past actions of our Town is hard, but essential to the 
process. We believe that what we learn from this process can ultimately guide our CURRENT and 
FUTURE decision-making and actions. We acknowledge that commonly held beliefs, world views, 
concerns and fears will continue to impact our decisions. The issues that face us today - conversations 
and decisions about how to make the Town more diverse and inclusive, whether or not to invite others to 
use our resources, and how to sustain and evolve our traditions - are and will continue to be driven by a 
complex set of realities. 

Bob and I have prided ourselves over the last 33 year for living in a town that is different from all the 
areas around us. We love that we have held onto our historic houses, our forests, our walkable 
community, our train station, our volunteer government and ritual gatherings, all while we have seen our 
surroundings go from farmland to full blown suburbia. Why we have remained almost completely white, 
while the neighboring communities are some of the most diverse in the nation, continues to concern us, 
and has bothered members of our racially diverse extended family and many in our network of friends 
and neighbors for a long time. 

Like many other Grovers, we have gone to battle over the development pressures around us - Amity; the 
ICC; plans to develop the meadow area, Towne Crest, and the bridge; etc - which have all threatened the 
uniqueness of the Town in the recent past. Not unlike the early founders of the Methodist Camp and 
the Town, we cherish our uniqueness, and volunteer our time to preserve and protect the many aspects 
of the town that we love - that drew us here. We can't help but take pride in living in 'a place apart', a 
'Town within a Forest', so different from the suburbanized landscape that continues to unfold around us. 






